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invariably stood for tlie whole locomotive or train. Apparently to the child just
emerging from babyhood the engine appears to be a large round mass. The
details are unimportant to him.
The emphasis of a detail is unimportant to a normal child; If a
child dwells on small details, as for instance in showing the holes
in a button (see Fig. 106), this is a sign of a "split consciousness/*
of an emotional disturbance. Such tendencies are found in schizoid
and epileptic children. (Fig. 106,)
The twenty preschool children mentioned above, when asked to
copy a circle, a square, and a triangle from wooden forms, were
able to draw a square and a circular shape, but no child was able to
draw correctly a triangular shape (cf. Figs. 114, 115). The chil-
dren, when questioned what these forms meant to them* described
for instance the square as a house, the circle as a wheel, but few
were able to interpret a triangle. Several of these children, however ^
used the triangular form in their representation of human beings
(see Fig. 27), or as the shape of a hat (Fig. 35), or as the form of
a house (Fig. 42). The child seems to be able to draw forms only
if they suggest meaning? if they evoke associations. Letters, for in-
stance, become meaningful for a child if they are conceived as ani-
mated (Fig, 13) or if their pattern can be related to familiar
images. A 5-year-old boy, practicing the shapes of letters, did so by
associating with them the shapes of animals and with the letter E
for instance the rays of the sun; he accompanied his alphabetic at-
tempt with pictures, the shapes of which corresponded to the shapes
of the letters (Fig. 116). Thus, the main principle of a child's artis-
tic expression is its ideographic character, The concept of art as
imitation is as alien to the young child as the concept of art for art's
sake; for the child art is self-expression-
ASPECTS OF STXJBYIKG CHILDREN'S DRAWINGS
The studies of children's drawings deal in general with the fol-
lowing questions:
1. Children's choice of objects for their drawings and the ability
to represent objects in different age groups.
2* Differences between performances of boys and of girls.
3.  Comparison between the graphic expression of children and
of primitive peoples.
4.  Comparison T>etween the graphic expression of children and
of subnormal peopte-
5.  Measurement of drawing ability in children.